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During the past four years, I have
had the pleasure of serving as
Co-chairman of the Advisory

Board of CharityWorks together with
Fernando Murias. It is with tremendous
pride today that I send along to all of
you my sincere gratitude for a job per-
formed above and
beyond any standard
of excellence, and
seize this opportunity
to brag about the
accomplishments of
CharityWorks.

When my wife,
Mary Ann, and I were
introduced to the good
work of CharityWorks,
we were most
impressed by the fact
that the organization
was the only one of its
kind in the
Washington, D.C.
area. We were incredi-
bly humbled by the people and families
CharityWorks served. Now with the
annual Nordstrom fashion show, and
perhaps the finest wine tasting ever in
the metropolitan area (the nation...the
world?) to complement our Ball celebra-
tion, in only three years we have tripled
our earnings. We have truly become a
driving force in the community and have
earned its deep respect and gratitude.

Heartfelt thanks go out to Terry
Lineberger and Jack Davies for having
done such a great job orchestrating the
2006 wine tasting event. Within only a
few years, the wine tasting dinner has
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become the hottest ticket in town, and
hopefully a CharityWorks tradition. The
wine event netted $500,000 to benefit
Higher Achievement Program, the 2006
CharityWorks partner. The location for
this year's wine tasting has been select-
ed. It will be held at Glenstone in

Potomac, Md. No
doubt the combina-
tion of the finest
wine, art, and food
will mean that once
again people will be
clamoring to attend.

CharityWorks is
grateful particularly
to Meredith La Pier
for securing its
friendship and
working relationship
with Nordstrom.
The fashion show
earned $37,645 to
benefit Higher
Achievement
Program.

Congratulations to CharityWorks and
Nordstrom for a job well done.

The culmination of our hard work
every year is represented by the Ball. The
2006 Dream Ball was second to no
event in the entire metro area from start
to finish. Marge and Phil Odeen proved
themselves to be fundraisers extraordi-
naire. Many thanks for all they did for us.
The decorations set the tone for the
evening by leaving everyone awestruck
as they entered the affair. Attendance
was greater than ever - with over 1,000
guests. The auction items were excep-

Mark Ronald

Congratulations,
Center City

Consortium!!! 
CharityWorks looks forward 
to a successful partnership.

Center City Consortium

CharityWorks is pleased to
inform you . . . .” was the only
part of the sentence heard at

CCC as the magnitude of the award
became apparent—2,700 at-risk stu-
dents whose daily struggles are coura-
geous and inspiring will benefit.

CharityWorks’ gift will fund a liter-
acy intervention program, Failure
Free. Success is the only option when
educating children. At-risk factors,
including poverty, have become the
tiresome excuse of those who repeat-
edly fail to successfully educate the
city’s children. Center City schools
recognize the potential inherent in
children, understand the power of
research-based academic programs,
and recognize the power of partner-
ships. The evidence is in Kristian
Smith, the poised and articulate
young man who spoke at the 2006
Dream Ball. He is a product of a
Center City Consortium school and
will soon graduate from one of the
most elite high schools in the city.

Educational excellence has a price
and yet the solution is not money
alone. The CharityWorks’ partnership
will be about much more than funds.
As Margaret Mead beautifully articu-
lated, “Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful committed citi-
zens can change the world. Indeed it
is the only thing that ever has.”
CharityWorks’ and CCC’s supporters
are energized and ready to take on
the challenge.  ■

“

M A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R S
2008 Partner Application Available February 19, 2007
Advisory Board Meeting February 13, 2007
Membership Meeting February 13, 2007
Vintage Wine Tasting May 18, 2007
2007 Dream Ball September 29, 2007

(continued on page 3)
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Thank you, thank you, thank you
to CharityWorks 2006 support-
ers. CharityWorks netted $1.4

million throughout the year. This sup-
port for the 2006 partner, Higher
Achievement Program, will give hun-
dreds of deserving young people the
opportunity to excel. 

DREAM BALL HOST 
Capital One

VINTAGE WINE TASTING HOST
BearingPoint, Inc.

PACESETTER
America Online, Inc.
BAE Systems/Mary Ann and Mark Ronald
Bush Construction/Andrew Viola
Computer Sciences Corporation/

Rosemary and Michael Laphen
Jean-Marie and Raul Fernandez
Freddie Mac Foundation
Michele and Joshua Freeman
Leah and Jacques Gansler
Kimsey Foundation
Lynn and Ted Leonsis
ManTech International/

Marilyn and George Pedersen
Nordstrom 
Northrop Grumman/

Sally and Paul Sullivan
Marge & Philip Odeen
O'Melveny & Myers LLP/

Pamela and Arthur B. Culvahouse
PricewaterhouseCoopers/

Liz and Fernando Murias
Wilkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

BENEFACTOR
Nancy Casey and Art Marks
Amy and Pierre Chao
Patricia Cook
Jack Davies
Stephen Goldstein and Antonietta

Corvasce
Interstate Worldwide Relocation/

Faye and Kenneth Morrissette
Caren and Phillip Merrick
Paras Productions, Inc.
Peterson Family Foundation
Raytheon International, Inc.
SAIC
USEC/Michele and John Welch

FRIEND
AES
Booz Allen Hamilton Inc.
Brand Evolve
CB Richard Ellis/Meredith LaPier
DRS Technologies, Inc./

Sharon and Mark Newman
Enterprise Solutions Group/

Victoria and William Sabo

CharityWorks Breaks All Records
Sue Falk and Randy Odeneal
Miles Gilburne and Nina Zolt
Hargrove, Inc. 
KPB Corp./Shawn and Howard Taylor
Liljenquist and Beckstead/

Sheila and Tom Liljenquist
Angela and George Moore 
Deborah and Keith Patten    
Curtis Polk and Amanda Minix
Shah & Shah Appraisers
Wendy and Mark Stavish
Susan Gage Caterers
Toyota of Bowie

DONOR
Cruise Industry Charitable Foundation
Danaher Corporation
Garchik Family Foundation/

Marla and Steve Garchik
General Dynamics
Pamela and Richard Hanlon
Hipkins Family
Deborah and Ray Lupo
Claudia and Armen Manoogian
Morino Institute
Norma and W. Russell Ramsey
Joe Robert
Gabriela and Doug Smith
Lisa and Gary Thompson
Tiffany & Co.
Washington Gas/William Zeigler
Connie and Carl Williams, Sr.
Linda and Donald Winter

SPONSOR
Akridge/P. Brian Connolly
Apogen Technologies
Bates White, LLC
Leslie and Jeffrey Bialos
Eric and Marianne Billings Foundation
Boston Properties
Elizabeth and Bruce Bowen
Dee and William Brehm
Capitol City Foundation/

Harriet and Oliver Sockwell
Marcia and Frank Carlucci
Marcy and Neil Cohen
Deloitte & Touche USA, LLP
DePaulo Painting
Eng Garcia Real Estate Group
Fannie Mae Foundation
Ross and Marisa Friedman
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Ileene and Gary Hoffman
Host Hotels & Resorts, Inc.
Sheila Johnson and William Newman
Rebecca and Richard Kay
Kelley Drye Collier Shannon/

Michael Kershow
Nancy and Jorge Kfoury
Susie and John King
Knowledge Consulting Group
Mark Lowham and Joseph Ruzzo
Gretchen and James McLeish
Marlene and Fred Malek
Sandy Masur and Scot Spector 

Harris Miller and Deborah Kahn
Suzy and Peter Minshall
Martha Priddy Patterson and 

Lawrence Barrett
David Ross and Dana Crummer
Andrea and Peter Scamardo
Tazuko and Charles Schmitz
Studley
Mary Ann Sullivan
Richard Anthony Tagle
Laura and Peter Unger
Rena Vakay
Mark Walsh and Polly Vail
West*Group

CONTRIBUTOR
Adams National Bank
Sunny and William Alsup
BB&T
Adrienne and Peter Barris
Judy and Jim Bennett
Maura and Frank Blaul
Valerie and Melvin Booth
Brandon Green and Associates
David Brent
Miriam and Frank Buono
Giovanna Cinelli and 

Kenneth Nunnenkamp
Citigroup Private Bank
Laura and Robert Coleman
Comstock Foundation/

Katie and Bruce Labovitz
Eileen and Thomas Culligan
Judith and John Currier
Amy and Brad Davis
Nancy and Donald deLaski Foundation
Missy and David Decamp
Stacy and Dan Draginis
James Dunning
Claire and Albert J. Dwoskin
Ervin and Antoinette Easton
Patricia Egan
Mark Ellison
ExonMobil/Research and 

Engineering Company
Betsy and Robert Feinberg
Robin and Tom Finnell
Forest City Washington/

Deborah Ratner Salzberg
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher/John Olson
Holland & Knight LLP
Tom Holtz
Barbara and Marlon Johnson
Joyce and Robert Johnson
John Jordan
Kelly Green Landscaping
Cynthia and Jeong Kim
Janet and Jerry Kohlenberger
Julia and Paul Leslie
Sharon and Chris Lessard
Lisa and Robert Lutz
William Lynn and Mary Murphy
Marian Koshland Science
Menkiti Real Estate Group
Merrill Lynch/Karen and Collier Irvin
Metropolitan Properties
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tional, the food was great, and the enter-
tainment awesome! Clearly none of this
just happens. The CharityWorks Ball
always requires the cooperation, dedica-
tion, and downright hard work of the
Ball chairmen, committee chairmen, and
at-large membership. Upon leaving the
Ball, I couldn't resist once again telling
myself that it doesn't get any better than
this! Best of all, the Ball earned a net of
$900,000 for the 2006 CharityWorks
partner, Higher Achievement Program!
The impact this gift will make is pro-
found. An additional 200 children will
be assisted by HAP. Like young Kristian
Smith, who spoke at the Ball of his expe-
rience with the program, these children
can now find hope rather than despair. It
escaped no one's attention that for all the
larger-than-life personalities in atten-
dance at the Ball, the only person to
receive a standing ovation during the
evening was Mr. Smith. He serves as an
inspiration to us all and a fine example
of how hope and opportunity in the
midst of chaos can transform lives.

On a more personal note I want to
thank CharityWorks for the work you
have accomplished during my tenure
as Co-chairman of the Advisory Board.
On January 1, 2007, I retired as CEO
of BAE Systems, Inc. but will remain as
its Chairman. Mary Ann and I have
made lasting friendships during our
association with CharityWorks. We are
committed to the mission of this fine
organization. It has been an honor and
pleasure to witness the hard work and
resulting reward for each program. I
know that we will embrace our new
challenge to spread the mission of
hope, opportunity, and life transforma-
tion to our 2007 CharityWorks partner,
Center City Consortium.  ■

MARK RONALD

(from page 1)
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Kim and Charles Mullin
Zoe and James Moshovitis
Tonya and David Murray
Linda and David Oliver
Bonnie and Dick Patterson
Phoebe and Rick Peterson
Mary Ruth and Kevin Phillips
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pitman LLP
Mary and Richard Pisarczyk
Potomac Ridge Behavioral Health

System/Alan Ezaqui
Mary Jo and Dennis Reimer
Lola Reinsch and J. Almond Pierce
Elizabeth and Robert Rizzi
Darlene and Jeff Seitz/Merrill Lynch
James Sheaffer and Dale Koepenick
Melissa and Jonathan Silver
David Smith and Deborah Lehman-Smith
Greg Smyth
Georgia and George Stamas
Elaine and Todd Stottlemyer
Donna and Mike Tanguay
Tana and Hugh Taylor
Trade Pacific PLLC/Robert Gosselink
US Trust
Velsor Properties/Larry Horowits
Kathy Viola
Judith Voss and Kelvin Goon
William Mechanical Contracting
Lisa and C. Scott Williams
Patti and Charles Williams
Christine and Ramsey J. Wilson
Dennis Yee and Patricia Farrell
Laura and Shariar Zaimi

ASSOCIATE
Paula Bannister
Martha and John Bilodeau
LindaMay and Jeffrey Bucher
Kathy Bushin Calvin and John Calvin
Cardinal Bank/Stacey and Kevin Reynolds
Erika and Roger Clore
Mark A. Cohen
Donna and William Eacho
Eric Gaier
Donna and Gary Greenfield
Beth and Matt Hardison
Sandi and Alan Heisig
Diane and Barbara Lewis
Michael Olding
Shelby and Skip Quast
Shapiro Lifschitz & Schram, PC
Strategic Financial Management, LLC
Christopher Tavlaris
Deborah Traficante and Judd Warner
Adarsh and Ranvir Trehan

MEDIA SPONSORS
Capitol File
ExecutiveBiz 
Washington Life Magazine
Washington Post Radio
WMAL
WTOP

Dare to dream of a world where ...
Every family has a home
Every child is safe from crime, 

drugs and abuse
Education is a right, not a privilege

CharityWorks helps break the cycle
of poverty, enhances local education
programs, enables families to over-
come critical health issues. Each year
we search for the perfect partner to
continue the dream. Selecting the
annual partner is the heart and soul of
CharityWorks; as you learn about an
exceptional organization, please
encourage them to apply, or notify
CharityWorks@aol.com to send them
an application. 2008 Beneficiary
Applications will be available begin-
ning February 19, 2007.

Partner Selection

Members’ Corner
Membership: In 2006

CharityWorks experienced amazing
growth and unprecedented results.
We thank our members for their
remarkable dedication and look for-
ward to another successful year. To
renew your membership or to join, go
to CharityWorksdc.org or call the
office at 703.286-0758.

Administration: Come by the office
and meet Georgina Potter.
CharityWorks finally realized that, as
a growing and highly-charged organi-
zation, we needed a central person to
oversee our office. Georgina was the
answer to our dreams. Talk about
“jumping into a fire”!! 

Also, THANK YOU to Susie Henn
for her help during the transition.
Although no longer in the office,
Susie can’t leave CW behind. She has
joined as a member. THANK YOU
again, Susie. You were incredible!!!

IN MEMORY
On December 14, 2006, Joshua Freeman lost his life in a tragic accident.
CharityWorks lost a bright star and a strong supporter; the community lost
a pillar and a visionary; his family lost an incredible human being. 
Our deepest sympathy and prayers to his family
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2006 Dream Ball – Shadows to Light
What an evening!

On Saturday, September 30,
2006, the CharityWorks
Dream Ball sparkled with over

1,100 people in attendance. An amaz-
ing ribbon ballet, Cirque du Soleil
style, kicked-off the evening. The
entertainment seemed to surprise hon-
oree Jack Davies, who said "I told Leah
that I would kindly accept this honor,
as long as it was done in a low-key
manner . . . so much for that!”

Kristian Smith, the 15 year old
enrolled in The Higher Achievement
Program, brought the house to its feet
when he spoke about how the pro-
gram transformed his life and the lives
of many other motivated middle
school students. His words, “Higher
Achievement gave me a choice
between chaos and hope” will forever
be remembered by the guests.

Many thanks to all of you who
supported this year's Dream Ball.  ■

Marge Odeen, Meredith LaPier, Leah Gansler, Phil Odeen and Paige Bishop

Fernando and Liz Murias

Emily Talley and Richard Woods

Jack Davies

Acrobat

40554p01_08  1/11/07  7:01 AM  Page 4




